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''Lame Duck" Councils and the 2018 Municipal Election.
On October 22, 2018, residents of Ottawa will elect the City's municipal council for the next fouryear term. This memo outlines possible restrictions on council authority during an election year,
which are set out in section 275 of the Municipal Act, as well as when these restrictions may take
effect.

What is a Lame Duck Council?

Section 275 of the Municipal Act (the "Act") provides that when certain conditions arise during an
election year council's powers will be limited. The purpose of these limitations is to prevent an
outgoing council from taking certain actions during an election period. When conditions arise such
that the limitations apply, council is known as a "lame duck" council.
When Is a Council considered to be a Lame Duck?

There are two periods when a municipal council may be lame duck:
1. Between nomination day (July 27, 2018) and election day(October 22, 2018); and/or
2. Between election day(October 22, 2018) and the start of the new term (December 1, 2018).
During both periods, council will become 3 l3me duck if the "new council will Include less then
three-querters of the members of the outgoing council". Thet is, will 3t leest 75% of the current
council be returning? If "yes", then there is not a lame duck council.

In the first period, the analysis is done on nomination day. It must be certain that 25% or more of the
existing council will be replaced by one means or another. In Ottawa, this requires certainty that at
least 6 of the 24 councillors are retiring or not pursuing re-election.

In the second period, the analysis is done on election day after the election results are known. The
results must show that 6 or more existing councillors are not returning in order for council to be a
lame duck.
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